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My Lokd Duke, 



It was at the suggestion 
of the late Duchess of Devonshire 
that the following translation 
was undertaken 5 and it was to 
her approbation that its author 
looked up as his highest reward. 
After the loss of his patron , who 
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will ever be remend)ei'ed and 
regretted 9 be begs that he may 
be allowed to hope for your 
Grace's notice , and that he may 
presume to oflfer the result of his 
labours 

TO The Duke, of DevonsiIibe.- 
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INTRODUCTION. 



1 HE important services which 
Monsignore Mai has rendered to 
the Ikei-ary world are well known 
and justly appreciated. It is 
therefore as unnecessai*y as it 
would be presumptuous on my part 
to think of adding to his well 
earned fame by my feeble praises « 
I must confine myself to the 
task of translation; anxious to 
avoid censure 5 and too happy if 
my labours be not thought un- 
worthy notice. As however Pron- 
to , the writer of most of the foU 
lowing letters , has been hitherto^ 
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little known except among the 
learned, whp regretted the loss of 
his works it may not be impro- 
per to give some short account 
of him taken from Monsignorc 
M^i's Introduction to the original. 
, Marcus Cornelius Fronto was 
born in Girta ^ the capital of Nu- 
ptiidia ; h^t nothing is known with 
certainty of his yputb and edur 
cation. Die mentions him as an 
eminent orator in the reign of 
Adrian^ and as one of the precept 
tor9 of Marcus Auf elius , by whom 
he was highly eistecmod. He ap* 
peavs very early to have had the 
C4r9 of Majicua'a education; for 
in ojie of the fragments of the 
Ifittefs on Qratopy ^ addi-essing 
l^ij«^ he 8»ys ** I, watched over 
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thy first perceptions and the vcfry 
cradle of thy studies. There shone 
forth already in the hoy a nol>ility 
of mind ittd dignity of thought 
to which hothing but a choice 
of expressions was wanting ; that 
also we were endeavouring to ob- 
tain by various exercises. Even 
then you seemed to abandon the 
study of eloquence and to turii 
to philosophy. ^ BuJt CapitdlinuS 
says that Marcus assumed the 
dress of a philosopher in his 
twelfth year, and therefore it 
would seem that Frofito instrncted 
him even in his childhood. It 
iras before known how dear he 
i^as to MaVcMS Aurelius ; but it 
'i« itow more evident from the 
Duaiiy affectionate letters that pas^ 
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sed between them , in which Mar- 
cus continually asks his advice*, 
condoles with. him in his sufferings 
and seems to love and respect 
him as a father. He possessed 
also great influence over Lucius 
Verus 5 though unable to eradicate 
his vicious dispositions. 

Fronto's talents and virtues 
raised him to the highest ho- 
nours. Of his celebrity as an 
orator , both among his contempo- 
raries and immediate successors^ 
there cannot be a stronger proof 
than that although his works 
were lost for ages yet his fame 
has been handed down to us 
without diminution ; and a writer 
of the fourth century makes use 
of the strong expression ^ " Fronto 
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romanse eloquentiae non secundum 
sed alteram decus/* Although we 
are not disposed to rank him 
•with Gicero , yet this shows how 
highly he was esteemed -> and that 
as the chief Example of a neW 
species of oratory* he played 
a distinguished part ia the de- 
cline of literature* And even if 
he had talents equal to those of 
Gicero he could not have shewn 
tliem to advantage in that age. 
The change which had taken place 
in the habits of the Romans 
and in their jurisprudence produ- 
ced a consequent alteration in 
their forensic eloquence. Causes 
were often pleaded before the 
Emperor in his private apart- 
ments , all was calm and tran- 
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quil , and there was nothing to 
call forth or to justify those bursts 
of oratory mrhich 5 whatever won^ 
derful effects they had produced 
in another age , would there have 
appeared ridiculous. His public 
and private virtues procured him 
the esteem and confidence of An- 
toninus Pius , under whom he 
was appointed Consul. He had 
been before named proconsul , an 
office he had earnestly desired; 
but illness forced him though re- 
luctant to decline it just when 
he was on the point of setting 
out for his province. During 
much of his life he was afflicted 
with firequent illnesses , cough , 
gout , and pains in his joints shoul^- 
ders. and back ^ which often ren« 
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dered faim ineapable of performing 
his various duties and sometimes 
made existence itself a burthen 
to him« He endured however 
his sufferings with so much 
fortitude , and preserved such 
suavity of temper that all his in« 
timate friends loved him and de^ 
lighted in Jus society. Neither is 
his illness to he attributed to 
excesses of any kind. He often 
speaks of hi^ abstinence , espe*« 
cially when he was about to en-* 
ter upon the proconsulship ; he 
hoped then , he says , by abste- 
miousness, by eating little, and 
drinking water ^ to avoid the usual 
attack ; but a short cessation only 
raised his hopes to let them fall 
the lower by taking away from 
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hiiii all prosp^t of being ev^r 
perfectly restored .to health. His 
sufferings were alleviated by. the 
kind attentions o£ hisf friends and 
the ' affectionate, letters of Marcus 
^ur€|lii(s ; and 9 vrhenevei^ for a 
time they oefised^to/^filict him 5 
he.v^as active in the performance 
of his public and priialse duties i 
His wife's naine was Giratia; 
he had several children , all of 
whom however died in, infancy, 
except one daughter. He often la- 
ments that he had no sons, and 
he bewails the death of a gTand^ 
son in an admirable letter , ia 
some parts of which he appears 
to have taken Cicero for his mo- 
del^ He had one brother with 
whom he lived in the closest in- 
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tiiiia<5y» He ofteii speaks ttf theij 
anions ^ and ^ th«y ibemeA^ ' more 
bound h^ tfce* ties' of fivenidship 
than of hloo^. HS^py^ Frbnto } 
thoa' hadsb^idiie -firi^lK^ t* nvhotii 
thou ebuld$t ' eonfide alL thy 
caries 'aned ^aJl !tby IsotroHvS , one 
wfeoi never beftMcyfd >tfe^e V^ho 
never repaid ihy)/£ittendfehip , af** 
ibotioii ^ and eonlidebce Iby irtgra-^ 
iiti^e ;* thdu' Jwd8t>< mot left alonei 
HI' the worid ^ ai p*ey to 4ittxiety 
and torttkenrtedifoy dre^hi^ of past; 
happiiiesi9i>withcKitahy one to con"; 
sole diee, irithoti|: an?^ one to. 
fiiel foi? tl^eaaid mourn with thee ; 
tiiou hadst a ime friend , and 
all thy sufFeringg' riviere aiore than 
compensated. ' * '■ 

His morals were pure, as ap- 
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pears not only from hit life but 
also from hie writing. In this 
he 4liffera firom mott of the an* 
cients. He was disinterested in 
his friendships » :and did not aban-» 
don those who were unfortunate 
enough to &U under ;the di^ea- 
sure of the.eikipexor ;* he was more 
anxi(ms to make use of his in-*^ 
fluence for the benefit of others 
than ior his 0wxi5 andxontented 
with a moderate! indejpesndence he 
prefeired the caliti joy o^ an ap* 
pnoving conscience to vain riches 
and heartless spleiidbur. His con*- 
duct forms a stronjg contrast with 
that of Seneca > both placed in 
the same situation , with the same 
advantages, and the. same oppor- 
tunities i one was frugsd and 
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abstl$toM)|]sv'««iight pot tQfnvioii 
himself,, fmd' praictisfid "vltati Jm 
ttuight .; 'tliQ o:^fft lived .Iiucxh 
munly , hrapfcd , ^p riches , in- 
dulged; iu immfiderate pleasures , 
and hy his ftetioos g^re the lie 
to his precepts. . 
: ;Fxooto W99 indeCaitigabte » «nd 
his fHodootions: acopi^ngljr vrem 
very; munenouji;' these inere lopg 
lost, deeply regretted » and'esH 
gerly desired. It is easy <thereibi;e^ 
1M conoeivei what joy Hp9sigrioite 
Mai .f<^t when in r exitmining ^ 
paJUmpsestac.mi^uscr^t' of tho 
Ambtosian lilffary he discoyereii 
a lettear of Pronto, to J^rpusJVUn 
relius'; this enoOuraged/ luoa tO 
proceed , .and Tvhat he then foimd 
was. -puhlishBd: in : Milan. .Soon 
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after lii^ a{5|)6int»n^nt as^ librar^ 
i^an^W the Vatican lie was fortu* 
nate'erlo'ti^^ to fli^cdvet t consi- 
derable pbrtidri of the teraainder. 
He wiigfleligMed' beyond- mba- 
stiteV &s^h4S enabled him to cot*^ 
rect and enlarge hia fornjer edi^ 
tidn. Me^fiiiblislfed a ti0w orte in 
R^me >i iirtd it is^ from the second 
*iditW*hi» selection has be6n' 
made. 'Ucitbrtimately. the disco* 
tery is'^evcn- noiw very incom-r; 
pkte 9 «dn(5f fc^ms only a small 
jK)itit)n ^ Ws 'numerous produc- 
tions ; but as 'it <;oiitainS: part 
of* his correspondence i?^ith Anto* 
ninW Pius*^ Marcus Aiirelius , atad 
Lhcius Verus , it is certainly im- 
portant and interesting. 

This short accouVit will be suf* 
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ficicnt to give an idea of a wri- 
ter who has been so much re- 
gretted and so little known ; and 
those who wish to enter more 
fully or rather more critically into 
the subject may consult Monsi- 
gnore Mai's learaed Introduction. 
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SELECTIONS 



FROlkt THE 



WORKS OF FRONTO. 



AvTomvvs Gas«aa to Mabgus Froitto. 

The fear of appearing to 

echo my own praises shall not 
make me defraud you of those 
you have so well deserved in 
your Oration ; to which , setting 
aside the subject , all honour is 
due. It did but little, however, 
towards discovering your friend- 
ship for me : I was already con^ 
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vinced that you were a most 
kind approver of all nly words 
and actions. Farewell my dearest 
Fronto. 

That part of your Oration in 
honour of my Faustina * appeared 
to me rather a plain statement 
of facts than a display of elo-- 
qucnce. For thus it is. I had 
rather ^ by Hericules •> live in 
banishment with her than in a 
palace without her. . 

* Tkere were two «f that V^ame, oue the 
wife y the other the^ daughter of Antoninus 
Fius y both renowned £br their debaucheries.^ 
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EaoNTO xa . Anxqkinxjs Piu$. 



' If it \¥«ife possible 5 O Emperor, 
I wish ^r friends would do all 
things after cftiir^ example •> or at 
least thaffc tiiey ;vw>uld) follow our 
advice. iSiitas every* man^s fancy 
goverm^ 'hife life , I corifesi I am 
sorry that my friend Niger Cen- 
sorius has so little restrained his 
words • in ^e ' Will r in which he 
Hasr appcdnted nie his/ heir, r 
should - be' culpable i if • I endea- 
voured ' to ' defend' what he ' has 
done].)! should be;:unriiindiul of 
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friendship if I did not at least 
lighten it by my entreaties. It 
cannot be denied that Niger Cen- 
sorius was inconsiderate , and had 
too little command over his words ; 
but in many other things he was 
trusty 9 brave , and innocent. Thy 
clemency ought ^ O Eflntp«ro)r ^ to 
balance thi^^ man'iS: oadly fault 
(• and .that a fault in.word^.) 
with his dthci:; goad: aetionfr. 1 
considered himt' as my SAen^h^ 
cause he had -obtained . th© :lcive 
of miEiy by his Meritarioui' d^td*' 
both ia peaoe find war. -Nob to* 
mentioa others , -he wiets reipf inr/ 
timaite with Tiirbb Miurcius and 
Enidus Cliriu^; otie; a kni^tv 
Hw othjer a senatorof thd hB^wet 
itank ; andheiafter^vards obtained 
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both honour and authority even 
from yourself. I eagerly sought 
the friendship of 8uch a man. I 
xio not know whether any one 
will say that my friendship ought 
to cease because his favour with 
you is lessened. It was never my 
disposition , O Emperor , to seek 
the friendship of men in prospe- 
rity and desert them in adversity. 
And in short , (for why should 
I not express the sentiment of 
my soul ? ) I shall always consi- 
der as an enemy the man who 
does not love you ; but him whom 
you do not love I must regard 
as an object of my pity and not 

of my resentment And I would 

to God that Niger , as he took 
my advice in most other things. 
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had consulted me in this also. 
Had he done so ,. such: a stain 
Would never have he^i fixed on 
his memory by words which are 
more injurious to himself than 
to others. ' 
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To Maews AuRBUirs Gassab. 



Niger Censorius .is dead. Ho 
has left me five-twelfliis of hi^i 
property by a will., { m otheE 
respects blamelesa, but inconsider 
rate as to his manner of expressing 
himself^ ) in whicli he ;ha3 qout 
suited ; his anger lather than pro* 
fwiety ; for he has rudely attacked 
Cavius Maximus , a worthy aijd 
honourable man. I thought it 
necessary to write to my Lord 
your father and to Cavius Maxi- 
mus himself on this subject , 
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one by no means easy to be trea- 
ted. In these letters I found fault 
with my Niger; but, although 
I could not avoid blaming him, 
I endeavoured at the same time 
to retain the character of his 
friend and heir, which was no 
more than justice. I wished you 
to know this as* well as all my 
other affairs. I intended to have 
written to yon more fully on this 
subject ; but , on farther conside- 
ration ^ I thought it better not 
to trouble you , nor call your 
attention from more important 
matters. 
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I most earnestly desired to em- 
Lrace you on this happy and 
anxiously wished for day of your 
accession to the empire , which 
I consider as the birth day of 
my safety^ dignity and security. 
But a severe pain in my shoulder 
and a much severer in my neck 
have so afflicted me without 
ceasing that I have hardly been 
able to turn or bend or raise 
myself up. But I have performed 
my vows to the Gods , I have 
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made new ones , and I have 
prayed that the following year I 
may twice embrace you on that 
day 9 I may twice kiss your 
breast and hands, and fulfil at 
once the duty of the present 
year and the past. 



\ ' ' r. 



J ' 
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Vnoni' AvGtrsTvs; 



As I am ooiiYinced of the sin- 
cerity of your ailRection for me, 
my dearest Fronto , it is not dif- 
ficult to persuade me that, this 
day 9 on which it has pleased the 
Gods to call me to this station , 
is by yOU above all others truly 
and religiously celebrated... •• 
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Frowto. to CATnja Maximus. 



. ,,..,• Pain joined to irascibility 
disturbed his mind ...... Irascibi- 
lity was poison and destruction 

to his other virtues , Finally , 

I did not begin to love Niger on 
yout account ; why then , on your 
account, should 1 cease to love 
him ? Neither did you become 
my friend through him. I entreat 
you 9 therefore , that he who 
never did any thing to promote 
our friendship may not now be 
the cause of its diminution . 
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I call the Gods to witness that 
I have often seen Niger Censorius 
we^piijg prpfoselyand bewailing 
this discord. But the time will 
come perhaps when I shall be 
able to pacify you and reconcile 
you to his memory. In the mean 
lime do not open your ears to 
the malicious insinuations of those 
wlio may wish to make you sus- 
pect my fkith ; which ^ as I pre- 
served it ;firm arid sinoeite with 
Censbrius •> 1 will much More 
ttideavKum: to retain with you 
perpetual andirastainad. 
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Fbcwto to AirrbirnTtrg Pirs Auct«Trg;* ' 



It is evident, most honoured: 
Emperor , that I did every thing 
in my power , and earnestly desi- 
red to fill the bflfice of Proconsul ; 
for as long as it was possible I 
contended that the matter should 
be decided; by lots-, and $ince« 
another appeared who had the 
right of priority, on account of 
the number of his children , I 
was as contented with the pro- 
vince which remained to me as 
if I had chosen it. Afterwards I 



Digitized 



by Google 



(45) 

made all the necessary prepara- 
tions* I sent home for those x^a- 
tibna and frianda whose integrity 
I knew. I Wrote to Alexandria to 
my intimates 9. that they might 
hasten to Athens and wait for 
me there. I also, requested the 
presence of the most celebrated 
men of Gilicia; for I have many 
firiends in that province^ as I 
have ever both publicly and pri- 
vately been their advocate with 
you, I also«sent for Julius Senex , 
whom I dearly love and by whom 
I am as dearly loved 5 that I might 
be assisted not only by his faith 
and diligence but also by his mi- 
litary talents in destroying the 
robbers and restraining their in- 
cmsions, I did all this, hoping, 
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that by taking little food and 
drinking water, if I could not 
effect a complete cure, T might 
at least escape for a considerable 
time. And indeed I wassoinuch 
better that I was able to plead 
two important and laborious can-» 
ses before yon ; afterwards I had 
a most vk>lent attack which 
showed me that all my hopes 
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MAIL9US AtriiKiiiuf CiL9«4^K TO His 
Precxptor. 



The divine part 

of your oration which he wished 

me to select 

....• my Lord was so much 

pleased by the recital that 

sense , the various powers 

of eloquence , novelty of inven- 
tion , skilful arrangement 

Farewell 

most eloquent, most learned, 
most dear , most sweet , most 
preferred preceptor , most desired 
friend. 
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Horatius and Polio are dead. 
Herodes is overwhelmed with 
grief, I wish you would write a 
few words to him on this subject. 
Farewell. 



Digitized 



by Google 



(49) 



To Mr Lord. 



I have received your letter , O 
CfiBsar ; and if you consider , you 
will easily believe hoAV much 
pleasure it gave me. I cannot but 
be exceedingly joyful since I 
know that you are well, that 
there is no end nor measure to 
your affection for me , and that 
every day you discover some new 

proof of yoUr friendship. I long 

d 
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Since thought you loved me suf- 
ficiently; but you are not yet 
satisfied , so that the sea is not 
so profound as is your love to- 
wards me. If I have any cause 
of complaint ^ it is that you do 
not yet love me as much as you 
can ; for every day your affection 
encreases. Do you think the con- 
sulship gave me as much pleasure 
as the slightest indication of your 
love? You declaimed to yow 
father the parts of my oration 
which I had chosen. In this you 
lent me your eyes and voice and 
gesture and^ above aH^ your 
mind. I think myself as fortij* 
nate as any of the ancients whose 
productions were declaimed, to 
the people by ^sop^and Rdjciusr. 
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My oration was pronouno^ by 
Marcus C«sar ; through you I 
delighted an audience , whefeas 
the greatest ambition of others 
is to be h^rd by you and to 
give you pleasure. It is oot exr 
traordinary that my Oration plea* 
sed when adorned by your dignity 
of m;^uiner; for most, things that 
have no beauty in themselves 
borrow foreign attractions. This 
is to be observed in the most 
comm6n necessaries of life. Every 
kind of food yyhether delicate or 
'the contrary appears to grater ' 
advantage if placed . in golden 
vases. So it is. also with crowns 
and flowers 5 we esteem more 
highly, those which are distri- 
buted by the prints than those 
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which we purchase. I am much 
more fortunate than Hercules 
and Achilles whose armour and 
weapons were borne by Philoc- 
tetes and Patroclus who were 
much inferior to them in valomv 
On the contrary , my Oration ^ 
which is perhaps even below 
mediocrity 9 has been rendered 
illustrious by the most karned 
and the most eloquent of all the 
GcDsars. No scene was ever be- 
fore 60 dignified •» Marcus Caesar 
the Actor and Titus Emperor. 
How could any one be more 
honoured , unless ^ as the poets 
^report , when the Muses sing 
before Jupiter their father. But 
how can I find wotds to express 
the joy I felt when I saw my 
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oration written in your own 
hand. I feel as much honoured 
Jby each of those letters as I 
should hy a consulship 5 a kurd 
crown 5 a triumph , or a painted 
garment. Was M, Porcius , or 
Quintus Ennius , or C. Grac- 
chus 9 or Titius the poet , ever 
so fortunate? Was Scipio , or Nu- 
midicus ? Was M. Tullius , whose 
worics are considered most pre- 
cious when copied by Lampa- 

dio, orStaberius, , or^Elius 

or Atticus or Nepos. My 

oration will not he forgotten as 
it has been copied by the hand 
of M. Caesar; for most things 
that have no beauty in then> 
selves borrow foreign attractions. 
Those who would not value the 
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fetation will seek the writing; 
^hose who would despise the 
work will honour the copier. As 

if an ape or a fox it 

Hvill acquire a value either be- 
cause M. Gato 



Digitized 



by Google 



(55) 



FnoiTTO TO My Lord , Airrojrijrrs 
' Augustus. 



I shall be considered the most 
eloquent of men since you, O 
Marcus Aurtlius ^ read often 
and approve my writings , and 
think it neither useless nor un- 
profitable to employ in reading 
my Orations die Iktle time y^Mi 
can snatch from your io^rtsmt 
affairs. If your loye for me makes 
yob delight iti my productioiis , 
I Consider myself most happy , 
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since I am so dear to you that 
I also appear learned; hut if 
you have formed that opinion 
from your cool and unbiassed 
judgment , I shall henceforth 
think myself learned since I am 
thought so by you. I am not 
surprised however that you read 
with pleasure the oration which 
I delivered in the senate , in 
praise of your father , when I 
was appointed consul ; for you 
would hear the Parthians and 
the Spaniards, if they praised 
your father ^ven in their own 
languages , with jas much plea- 
sure as if thay were thp greatest 
Orators. It was not my Oration 
but your fathor'^s. virtuqs you 
admired ; nor did ypu^praise thp 
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words of the praiser^ but tlie 
actions of the person praised. 
As to your own praises which 
I pronounced the same day in 
the senate , I wish you would 
thus think ; that you had then 
a most excellent disposition ^ 
that you have now the greatest 
virtues : that the crop was then 
flourishing in the ear , that it ia 
now a perfect harvest and ga- 
thered into the gamer : I hoped 
then -, I possess now : hope has^ 
become certainty. As to what 
you desired nie to send you-.... 

from the Athenians 

meditating amongst thyme and 

sweet-scented flowers 

I will endeavour to send you 
what will be l)Oth pleasing and! 

profitable • 
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Farewell , Caesar. Be cheer- 
ful and rejoice; and enjoy the 
society of your excellent parents 
and the advantages of your own 
extraordinary virtues. 
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Ma&cus AiTTOirnrtTS to hxs Pbeceptor. 



When we are separated you 
read Cicero , but I hear plead- 
ings, eveh to the eleventh hour- 
Truly, I wish this night may 
be short ; so much more anxious 
am I to see you eatly than to 
•study- Farewell , my dearest 
master. My mother salutes you* 

p I am so wearied that I hardly 

.§' exist. 
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To VEKUt AUOTSTOS. 



A14THOUGH illness has long Srmce^ 
made me weary of jny life ; yet 
I do not think that I have lived 
in vain, nor shall I continue ta 
live with reluctance , since I have^ 
seen you return with so much 
glory obtained by your valour. 
Farewell , my deai^est lord. Salute- 
your mothi^r-in-Taw «> and your 
children. 
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To VlllUg Al76VSTV«« 



Worn out by severe and un- 
remitting illness ; and now , 
within a few months , afflicted 
•^by the loss of my dearest wife 
And 6f «ny grandson only three 
years old ; yet , I confess , I felt 
somewhat relieved from the pres- 
sure of these evils when I lear- 
ned that you had not forgotten 
me , and that you even wished 
far some of my productions. I 
have sent , therefore , those which 
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my Lord , your brother, desired > 
and which you mentioned in 
your letter. * I have added, be^ 
sides , the oration for Demon- 
stratus ; which when I first 
showed to yoiu: brother ^ I leained 
from him that Asclepiodotus ^ 
who is blamed in that oration ,. 
was not displeasing to you. 
When Lheard this I endeavoured 
to destroy the oration ; but it 
had already passed through sa 
many hands that it wa^ not 



* The remainder of the letter is .word 
for word like one written on the same subject 
to Marcus Aurelius. In tbis he says he 
learned from Marcus that Verus was displfea-* 
ted , in the other that he lieamed from Teni^ 
that Marctt» was dSspk^sed. 
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possible. What then shall I say , 
except that although the oration 
may exist ^ as Asclepiodotus is 
approved by you , he will be 
as dear to me as my own Herodes.? 
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Frokto to Vbrvs I^vavBuvM. 



1 first began to 

hope when I received a letter 
in your own handwriting , and 
learned that after an abstinence 
of three days , and copious bleed- 
ing, you were declared out of 
danger , then I began again to 
breathe , and I offered up my 
prayers to all the rural deities , 
for I was in the country. And 
now I am anxious to know , by 
your letters ^ when the physicians 
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tluiik; it' right to allow you tt) 
»ecrudt,:yow stvength ; for you 
should miwtifie the greatest care , 
and'be caaiiious lest you should 
relajpse fey indulging yourself too 
soon. *• it is areceived and estBr 
blished opinion , that when the 
blood is superabundant it should 
be taken away immediately , and 
should be restored only by very 
«low degrees. Therefore 5 I pray 
and beseech you 5 as is to be 
expected from your excellent 
understanding , that you will 



* This letter, in which Fronto modestly 
exhort Verus to temperance, does not refer 
tto his last illness. Fronto seems to have 
been a complete courtier, and to have 
been well aware of the danger of sporting 
^ith the Lion. 
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restrain and govern all your de- 
sires 9 which now must he much 
more fierce and craving than 
usual after an abstinence to 
which necessity forced you. Fare* 
well , my sweetest Lord. 
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FkoiTTO TO Arianu*. 



If I have any influence, I would 
anxiously recommend to you Ju- 
lius Aquilinus^ a man who is 
learned , eloquent, and extremely 
erudite. It is: fit that you, who 
are remarkable for your gravity 
and wisdom , should not only 
protect but advance and honour 
so learned and elegant a man. 
You will not hesitate to be of 
my opinion , if you think proper 
to hear him reason on the Pla- 
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tonic philosophy. In Rome , num- 
bers crowded to hear him ; and 
many of our men of rank not 
only approved but even admired 
his eloquence. He has left Rome 
to console his cousin , who is 
afflicted by a heavy misfortune. 
As much honour as you grant to 
my Aquilinus I shall consider 
granted to myself. 
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Frowto to AviBius Cassius. * 



J* 



-; Junius >Maximiis ,- who brought 
the !fflew.*r of -your rictory to 
Koitiei^ has^ admirably performfed 
his publifc duty 9 and he has not 
forgotten ih private what he 
owes to you^as his friend. In 
every, plac^ ,^'and on evety • oc- 

' < • ' . . . > > ' 1 ." N ■ 

• ..,'• * C' 

^- * Ah excellent' general iinder the Ante- 

nines ia Aiuiebia!, Arabia , E^pt ^ etc: 

JBe ddclared him^lf.<2^p6ror'm the East , 

and three months afterwards was assassinated 

by a eenturion. 
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casion, he proclaimed your la-, 
hours , and wisdom , and indu- 
stry , and vigilance. When he 
came to see me at my yilla , 
where I was unwell , he spent 
every evening in telling me anec- 
dotes of your marches , and of 
your restoration of the ancient 
discipline, as also of yotir excel- 
lent manner of drawic^ 4»t the 
army ^ and making the attack. 
So that no boasting soldier in 
Plautus speaks with j^ muftln 
complacency of his own virtWj^ 
as Junius. Maxjraus, hoast^ with 
zeal of yours ; ' with only this 
difference , that Plautug speaks 
of his soddier with wit, and he 
of you with affection and since- 
rity, ! 
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He is worthy your love and 
approbation . The more you distin- 
guish him the more you will 
add to your own glory. 
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FrOKTO XX)- PAStlBWOS RrFUtf^ II:; 



-^MiLius Pius is dear to me 
both on account of the elegance 
of his studies and his remark- 
able virtue. I commend him to 
you. I do not forget that we 
have not been accustomed to 
write to each other , although 
by the report of our common 
friends I knew you to be an 
excellent man and a cultivator 
of the sciences ; and you perhaps 
have also heard me spoken of. 
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However , I could not possibly 
find a better opportunity of 
obtaining your friendship than 
by presenting to you an amiable 
young man. I " ehtrBat you to 
love him. I ask this for his sake 
and for mine also ; for , the more 
friendly you are to him the more 
pleasure I shall feel. Pius knows 
all my thoughts, and especially 
hcW^r. eageriyl seelt* ^hei.ftlfendship 
b[ suth^meri as ySoii ate. - ' 

•/^'^; r J r/^'-; 'i : ' -'' ^ - » 

^j/i "i " v ''.J i ' ..i.r ' . :. J.. : 
T '\i.\ \ I t= . _ijr ] \ " x;r;: j ,.» !- 

ym -i c'J rr ^ "'■: hr.i •• .. .-j -.;; ;::i 
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cu« Ajsrxovjxw to Frokto 

: 1 ' 


, 1 
* . I 






r f^ . i 



I h?kve just naw heard of ypur 
misfortune. I grieve, when you 
are afflicted in hody ; but how 
much more must I grieve now 
that you are afflicted in mind 
also. I am so disturbed that I 
can think of nothing to say but 
entreat you to preserve for me 
my sweetest master , who is my 
only comfort in this life. What 
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consolation can you possibly 
receive from any one! I have 
not written this myself , my 
hand trembled so. Farewell, my 
^dearest master. 
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Frowto to Aktonittus^ Augustus^ 



Fortune throughout the whole 
course of my life has harassed 
me by many afflictions of thisi 
kind ; but I bore with more for- 
titude those which fell upon 
myself alone. Now my own 
grief is increased by the grief of 
others ; and I am unable to 
bear the weight of my own sor- 
rows and the sorrows of my 
friends, I pine and waste away 
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with the tears of my Victorinus. 
I often expostulate with the im- 
mortal gods that Victorinus, a 
man remarkable for his piety , 
gentleness , truth , and every 
virtue 5 should: be afflicted by 
the premature loss of his «on. 
Is this just or right ^ if a provi- 
dence rules all things? Is there 
uo difference between the fortunes 
of good and bad men. A wick- 
ed and impious man, who had 
better never have been born ^ 
brings up his children in safety ^ 
and leaves them after. him at 
his death. Victorinus , a holy 
man .^ men like whom are a bless- 
ing to a commonwealth , is de- 
prived of his dear son. What 
providence so unjustly rules hu- 
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man affairs that good men should 
he afflicted, and had men pio* 
sper ? Unless , indeed , we are 
the sport of another error, and 
through hlindness seek what 
would be injurious, and repine 
at real benefits. And deatli , 
which seems grievous to all ^. 
brings the end of our labours , 
and cares, and calamities, frees 
us from the miserable chains of 
bur bodies , and bears our souls 
to seats of tranquillity and plea- 
santness and every mental en- 
joyment. This I must believe ; 
and not that hinnan affah^s are 
left to chance, or are governed 
by an unjust providence. And 
if death is to be considered as 
a blessing rather than a misfor- 
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tune 5 those who die young .are. 
certainly more happy and dearer 
to the gods 5 more quickly freed 
from the misfortunes of the body, 
sooner called to receive the ho- 
nours of a liberated soul. But , 
although this be true, it is of 
little importance to us ivho be^ 
wail their, death , and. the. im- 
mortality of our souls does not 
console us while we remain in 
this life fiar the loss of those 
who were dear to us. However, 
all these things are divinely or- 
dained , and I 9 who am on the 
brink of the ^ave, no longer 
feel any solicitude about them ^ 

* Hero follows' a sfcntence Which is very 
imperfect , but it seems to be nearly like 
tbe foltowing of' Cicero. " If I err in be* 
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•••... .7. . . •". .".V. .But ' my ' dearest 

grandson , whom I now bring up 
in my bosom , he it is who al- 
together lacerates and excru- 
ciates me ; for in his face I con- 
template the. one I have lost ^ 
I imagine the. form of hi coun- 
tenance -> I fency the sound of 
his voice. My . grief feigns this 
picture to itself. But not know- 
ing the countenance of the 
dead 5 while I conjecture the like- 
ness I am wasted away. <My: 
daughter will be tranquillized 
by: her excellent husband ; ha 
will console her by weeping 

lieving our souU to be immortal, I err 
vrillingly.; nor while I live , will I giye up 
au -erxor which is my greatest delight. " • 
Cicero de Sfincctute. 
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with her and ^si^ing with her , 
by speaking with her and being 
silent .with her. No verses of 
the poe<^s , no precepts of the 
wise , could «be so efficacious to 
lessen the mourning and calm 
the grief of myi daughter as the 
voice of her husband issuing 
from a breast so dear to her. 
My age , which is now advanced 
and near to death •> is my con- 
solation. And wliien death comes , 
whether it be by night or by 
day, I wdll ssdute the heavens 
iu departing, and I will attest 
what I know to he the truth ; 
that during lihe» whole course of 
my loHgi life , I never committed 
any disgraceful, opprobrious, or 
flagitious action ^ that I was not 

/ 
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avariciou9 r that I was guilty of 
no crime ; that , oh the contrary , 
I acted liberally y amicably, faith* 
fully , resolutely^ ofilen at the 
hazard of my life. I lived in the 
closest unicm with my excellent 
brother, whom I rejoiced t» see 
enjoying the Invest hoiM}ur« by 
the kindness of your father , and 
who now is secure and tranquil 
through your frienddiip. The 
honours which I myself obtained 
I nev^er sought by wicked means. 
I took more care of my mind 
than of my body. I preferred 
the study, of learning to that of 
my own interest. I had rather 
be poor than be assisted by the 
riches of any one ; I had rather 
want than demand. I was nevee 
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lavish in my expenses. I often 
neglected the means of increas- 
ing my income. I told the truth 
honestly ; I heard the truth wil- 
lingly. I thought it was better 
to be neglected than to compli- 
ment 5 to be silent than to feign , 
to be a true friend than a fawning 
flatterer, t soughi but little , I 
deserved much. I did all the good 

in my potv^CT.. •%...• 

...*... my dearest Mar- 

<;us, I have lost my grandson; 
wretched me , I haVe lost my 
Becinaa^. If my breast wete» 
steeled I cooMibot writ* to you 
any more at thi$^ titte^ 
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Mabgus Caesar tx) Fsioitxo. 



I am welL I studied, from the 
ninth hour of the night until 
the. . second . of the day . Haying 
put on my' sandals. » I. walked 
before my chamtier fr<)ni the, 
second to the third. Afterwards 
I went to salute my Lord , hav- 
ing put on my shoes and cloak ^ 
for so I was desired to do al- 
ways. We went to hunt. After 
noon we returned home, and I 
betook myself to my books. There- 
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fore 5 having taken ofF my rfioes 
and laid aside my clothes 1 re- 
mained in bed for two hours. I 
read two orations of Gato.. I think 
I have taken cold ^ perhaps be- 
cause I walked in sandals this 
morning. Therefore , I will pour 
oil on my head and I will go to 
>leep. Farewell , my dearest and 
sweetest master, whom I love 
better than evea Rome itself. 



; 5 
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Makcus Caesar to Frowto. 



I am well. I have slept a Httle, 
on account of iny cold , which 
seems to he better. Therefore , 
from the eleventh hour of the 
night until the third of the day , 
I read part of Cato^s treatise on 
agriculture , and I wtote a little ; 
less , by Hercules , than yesterday. 
Then I went to salute my father ; 
and I was present at a sacrifice 
offered by him. Afterwards I went 
to take some refreshment. What 
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do you think I ate ? A little 
morse! of bread ; while I saw 
others devouring boiled beans ^ 
and onions % and pilchards « After*^ 
waifdswe went to the vintage ^ 
and we laboured ^ and we amused 
ourselves* At the sixth hour we 
xetisrned home/I studied a fittle^ 
but without profit. Afterwards ^ 
sitting with my dear mother on 
a €oueh ^ I prattled of many 
things. I said , ^' What do you 
think my Frontois doing now ? *'- 
She replied p, *' But what do you 
think my. Oratia is dmng ? '' - 
Theft I 6aid. *^ No, bnt what is 
our dear , sweet , little , darKng 
Gratia doing ? " - While we were 
talking and disputing which loved 
you most , the discus rang , that 
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is we were informed my fii/ther 
had gone into the baih. There^ 
fore , we supped y after having 
washed , in the torcular , that is>. 
not washed in the torcukr , but 
being washed we supped;,* Afc^ 
terwards, having rettirned^ ber> 
fore I turn upon. my sMe andr 
snore I give an account of. thef 
day to my dear master , whbia^ 
I could not love wore thalir I do^. 



* Torcular means both a vrine*pres8 and. 
tlie room in which it stood. He seems to 
pun on the 'tw<x meanings of the word 5^' 
and^ as it is 'not possible * to tra^islato a* 
pun, I have given th^ word itself. 
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FrOKVO to MaROVS AUBEIIUS^ 



If you love me , sleep the 
whole of these nights , that you 
may eome iiito the senate with 
a good colour ^ and that you may 
he ahle to read with a strong 
Yoice* 
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Marcus Aurelius to Frorto. 



I can never love thee €aaough. 
I will sleep. * , 
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Fragmeitt or aw OrAtioit. 



.........By your decrees ^ 

O Emperor 5 precedents ^ will be 
established wMcb will continue 
in force for ^irer. So much greater 
power 'is attflbuied to yoii than 
is attributed to the Fates! The 
Fates deterhiine what shall hap« 
pen to each severally; but what 
you delude in one t^se becoihe^ 
a precedent by which sill are 
bound. THereft)re ,0' Proconsul , 
4f yoii pass this decree , you wiH 
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thereby give a nile to all the 
magistrates of all the provinces 
for determining every cause of 
the like kind. What then will 
happen I? This , that all testa- 
ments, even from the most dis- 
tant provinces, will be brought 
to Rome. Does a son suspect 
that fee is disinherited? He will 
foorbid his father's wiH to hef 
opened , arid all his relations will 
support hitn-> that th^ may re* 
main in po^ession by the right 
^bldodi When the causeis finally 
sent to. Ron»; what will hapr 
pea ? Those who are appointed 
heirs wlU voyage , biit thoeie who 
are diginherited will remain, in 
possession, ; by seeking delays 
they will put off the trial from 
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day to day, and th«y will pro- 
long the cause by various ex- 
cuses. I am warranted in supposing 
this; for is it not what has ac- 
tually happened in the present 
cause ? Where is our opponent , 
who ought to have been long 
since here ? He is on the road- 
But where is he ? He is coititng 
out of Asia. And . is he still in 
Asia? By what wonderful -con** 
veyance does he travel , that he 
makes such a rapid progress? * 

* The original is, ^^ An diplomatibui 
facit hsc tarn velocia stativa ? ? '* K writ , 
conferring any exclusive right or privilege , 
was called DIPLOMA. It was granted, by 
the Emperor or any Roman magistrate , ai^d 
particularly to public couriers , or to those 
who wished to get the use of the public 
horses or carriages fin: dispat^oh. 
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- In the mean time , Ceesar , 
when the cause is called ^ a de^- 
lay is sought and obtaioed.. When 
the cause is called a second time ^ 
a farther delay of two months 
is deoMinded.. Are the twa months 
ended 2 Has^he arrived at last? 
If he has- not arrived •^ he is at 
least near at hand ;, if he is not 
near iat hand, at least, he has^ 
set 8ut fronn Asia;: if he has no£ 
yet set out, at least he iy think?- 
ing of it.^ What else is he think- 
ing of but to» remain on another 
man's property, to s^h&the pro- 
duce , lay waste the fields , and 
destroy every thing? He is not 
so foolish as to come to Gaftsar 
and be conquered, rather than 
remain in Asia and continue, iix 
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possession. If this pass into a 
Jaw 9 that, wills shall be sent 
from the distant provinces to 
Rome 9 they will be exposed to 
greater dangers than the bodies 
of the testators would if they 
were brought hither. For no 
very great misfortune could befall 
them; as they could hardly fail 
to find a tomb , whether the sea 
swallowed them ^ or the rivers 
swept them away headlong, or 
the sands overwhelmed them ^ 
or wild beasts devoured them, 
or birds tore them in pieces. 
The human body is sufficiently 
well buried wherever it is con- 
sumed ; but if the will should 
be lost in a shipwreck, with it 
the property , and the house , 
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aud the family would be ship 
wrecked and buried. Formerly , 
wills were placed in security in 
the temples 6f the gods; but 

now. ....... ..;....: 

and they are tossed 

among bales of merchandise and 
the bundles of the rowers 
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NOTE 

Oir THE WoBD Faijhip8£Btig; 



The Romans sometimes made 
a rough copy of their productions 
on a kind of parchment, which 
was called Palimpseston or Palin* 
xestos 5 because what was written 
on it could easily be effaced and 
rewritten in the same place. 
There are frequent allusions to 
this custom in the Latin writers. 
During the dark ages, the ma- 
nuscripts as well as the little 
■learning that remained were to 
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l>e found only int^onvents. Parch- 
ment was extremely scarce, and 
therefore the authors of that 
age were freq[uently tempted to 
take a volume of Virgil or Cicero , 
or Horaoe^j'Or whatever happened 
first to fall into their hands ; that 
when they had effaced what was 
written^ they might inseribe the 
lives of the saints or the decrees 
of a council. We may be the 
more disposed to pardon these 
worthy monks ibr efiacing a few 
copies., if we recollect that had 
it not been for them none would 
have heen preserved. On the re- 
vival jof literature, w^hen no pains 
were ^pa^ed to ^scovcr manu- 
scripts of the classics 9 these also' 
attracted ^observation , for the 
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reason I have already given they 
were called Palimpsestic manu- 
scripts 5 and several means were 
tried of restoring the former 
writing. These eiForts were par- 
tially successful; but as they were 
attended with infinite labour and 
demanded extraordinary patience-, 
no one continued them for any 
length of time until the appear- 
ance of the learned and indefa- 
tigable Monsignore Mai ^ who 
seems to have devoted his life 
to this object , and whose la- 
bours have attracted the atten- 
tion of all Europe. 
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